
USS Constitution Hosts Sunset  Parade

S to ry  by  S eam an  A ppren t i ce  S hannon  S .  H eav i n ,  US S  Cons t i t u t i on  P ub l i c 
A ff a i r s

CH ARL ES TO WN,  M as s .  - -  The  c re w  o f  U S S Cons t i t u t i on  hos t ed  t he i r 
annua l  Sunse t  P a rade  i n  t he  Cha r l e s tow n  N avy  Yard ,  J u ly  2 .

The  pa rade ,  w h ic h  comes  a s  pa r t  o f  Bos t on  Na vy  Week  June  30 - Ju l y  5 , 
ce l eb ra t ed  t he  connec t ion  be t we en  Cons t i t u t i on ’s  r ep re se n t a t i on  o f  nava l 
he r i t age  a nd  Ne w  E ng land ’s  pa t r i o t i c  he r i t age.  

“ T h i s  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  p a r t  o f  h i s t o r y  p a s s e d  o n  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  a t t e n d e e s  t o n i g h t , ”  
s a i d  L t .  C m d r.  A n t h o n y  S a v a g e ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n ’s  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r.   “ I t  i s  m y 
h o p e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  w h o  s e e s  o u r  p e r f o r m a n c e  u n d e r s t a n d s  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e 
d i f f i c u l t  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  l i f e  t h e  e a r l y  S a i l o r s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e n d u r e d . ”  

The  pa rade  began  a t  6  p .m .  on  p i e r  1  w i th  more  t han  250  peop le  i n 
a t t endance .

Cons t i t u t i on ’s  S a i lo r s  pe r fo rme d  boa rd ing  p ike  and  gun  d r i l l s.  T h e  d r i l l s 
s i m u l a t e d  t o  s p e c t a t o r s  h o w  S a i l o r s  p r e p a r e d  a n d  f o u g h t  i n  b a t t l e  a t  s e a  d u r i n g 
t h e  a g e  o f  s a i l.  

“T hrough  the  boa rd i ng  p ike  a nd  gun  d r i l l s ,  w e ’ r e  s how ing  peop l e  t he 
p rocedu re s  o f  ba t t l e  i n  1812  t ha t  he l ped  con t r ibu t e  t o  t he  f r e edom  o f 
A mer i ca , ”  s a id  Se ama n  A lan  Al ca l a  o f  Cons t i t u t i on .   “We ' r e  g iv i ng 
ev i dence  o f  t he  b r ave ry  a nd  pa t r i o t i s m  o f  t he  men  w ho  s e rved  ba ck  in 
t hos e  days . ”  

The re  we re  a l so  pe r fo rm ance s  by  loca l  g roups ,  s uch  a s :   t he  1812 
M ar ine s ,  M idd l es ex  f i f e  a nd  d rum,  M idd le se x  4H  f i f e  and  d rum,  U S O 
Li be r ty  Be l l s ,  Lex i ng ton  M inu t e  Me n ,  S i lve r  D o lph i n s  a nd  the  G ae l i c 
Co l umn .  



“ I t  was  w onde r fu l  t o  have  t he  US S  Cons t i t u t i on  S a i lo r s  he r e , ”  s a i d  Da le 
Wi l l s on ,  an  1812  M ar ine .  “ I  en j oyed  eve ry  momen t ;  t he  aud ie nce  w as 
am azed  t o  se e  h i s to ry  a l i ve .   I t  wa s  t he  pe r f ec t  beg i nn ing  to  t he  Fou r th  o f 
Ju ly  w eekend . ”  

The  conc lu s ion  o f  t he  S unse t  P a rade  took  p l ac e  a t  8 :25  p .m .   I t  wa s  t ime d 
so  t he  f i na l  gun  d r i l l  co i nc ide d  wi th  t he  f i r i ng  o f  t he  sh i p ’s  s a lu t i ng 
ba t t e ry  du r ing  e ven ing  c o lo r s  a t  s uns e t .

“T he  pe r fo rma nce  w as  ou t s t and i ng , ”  s a id  N avy  Cap t .  M ary  Jo  M a j or s ,  a 
spec t a to r.   “ I t  w as  an  even t  no t  t o  be  mi s s ed . ”  

 

Bos ton  N avy  We ek  i s  one  o f  20  N avy  Weeks  p la nned  ac ross  A mer i ca  fo r 
2010 .  The  p r i mary  pu rpos e  o f  N avy  Week  i s  t o  i nc r ea se  N avy  a warenes s 
by  p r e s en t ing  the  N avy  t o  A mer i cans  who  l i ve  i n  c i t i e s  t ha t  no rma l ly  do 
no t  have  a  s ign i f i can t  nava l  p re se nce .

Cons t i t u t i on  i s  l oca t ed  i n  t he  Cha r l e s t own  N avy  Yard  o f  Bos t on  Harbo r. 
S he  i s  t he  wor l d ’s  o ldes t  c ommi ss ione d  war s h ip  a f loa t  and  w e lcom es  more 
t ha n  500 ,000  v i s i t o r s  a  ye a r.   F o r  more  i n fo rma t ion  on  Cons t i t u t i on ,  v i s i t 
h t t p : / / w w w. h i s t o r y. n a v y. m i l / u s s c o n s t i t u t i o n /   o r  j o i n  u s  on  F ac ebook  a t 
h t t p : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / u s s c o n s t i t u t i o n o f f i c a l  .

http://www.facebook.com/ussconstitutionoffical
http://www.history.navy.mil/ussconstitution/

